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his work needs to be assessed separately in each of the
spheres in which he laboured in the various phases of his
life.

II

In his official life, Romesh Dutt was essentially an
administrator. India had produced great administrators in
the past, but since- the rise of British Power higher admi-
nistration, except in the Princely States, had been closed
to the Indians. The Queen's Proclamation on the assump-
tion of power from the East India Company had assured
equality of treatment to all classes of Her Majesty's subjects
without distinction of race and creed. There was, however
a wide gulf between theory and practice. It was not easy,
for instance, for an Indian to gain admission to the highest
civil service in the country, nor, having gained admission,
was it easy for an Indian to reach positions of real respon-
sibility and trust. The fact that the competitive examina-
tion for the Indian, Civil Service was held only in England
was by itself a serious handicap, for few Indian students
could, specially in the nineteenth century, overcome the
social and economic obstacles for a journey to that country.
Secondly, the examination as we have seen was loaded
against Indians. It is no wonder, therefore, that before
Romesh Dutt and his friends competed successfully at the
Indian Civil Service examination there was only one Indian
who had succeeded in joining that service.

Even after joining the Civil Service the path of an
Indian was by no means easy, specially if, like Romesh
Durt, he chose to express his views fearlessly, though
within the limits of official propriety, and selected as he
did, the excecutive line and thus sought to exercise power
and authority on behalf of the State. We have seen how